Book Reviews the master class, he celebrated sarcastically when "the ungrateful colored population" absconded "without as much as saying good bye" (p. 98). He initially found the former slaves at St. Helen's Island, South Carolina, "dispirited, suspicious, timid, grossly ignorant and degraded," but later in the war he temporarily commanded a brigade of black soldiers who showed their readiness "to fight & make men of themselves" (p. 232). In November 1864 Voris reported that "in the army the prejudice heretofore existing against the negro has almost entirely died out"; he predicted-alas, prematurely-that northerners would soon "wonder why they were ever so unwise and unjust as to curse the colored man and damn his friends" (p. 233). These letters do not suggest that religious belief played an important part in the life either of the letter writer or recipient. What emerges instead is an unsentimental and stoic readiness to accept the possibility that he might prove "unfortunate" and never return from the wartime South (p. 103).
Voris, who knew that an army of citizen soldiers was a new thing in world history, wanted his letters preserved. Now expertly edited and fully annotated by Jerome Mushkat, this volume should attract a wider audience than specialists. It belongs on the library shelves at all colleges and universities that offer courses on the Civil War. This publication of portions of the privately held Brooke papers is a boon to students of Civil War naval history, providing scholarly access to much valuable material that has not been readily available. It mixes entries from John M. Brooke's diary and letters that he sent or received with occasional illustrative excerpts from other sources such as the papers of Confederate Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory and Admiral Franklin Buchanan, and the collections of the National Archives.
The bulk of the work is from Brooke's journal and papers, with an introduction that traces his pre-Civil War career and a brief summary of his life after the war. The material is rich in technical detail that gives a glimpse of the difficulties the Confederacy faced in simultaneously mobilizing its nascent industrial base, adopting new technology, and fighting a war. Besides providing details of the Confederate Navy's ordnance program, Brooke's papers illuminate the organization itself. The widespread frustration of Confederate junior officers with "old fogeyism" (p. 96), a Navy bureaucracy "about as poorly officered as possible" (p. 92), and a hopeless promotion system (pp. 98, 111, 113) is evident. Brooke's continuing correspondence with
